H APPY B IRTHDAY !
Sr. Marguerite Provencher (Methuen,
MA) turned 100 years “young” on
December 24th. A festive celebration of
young and old was held in her honor.
Sister is a native of Manchester, NH
the fifth of eight children.
Sister always seems to be in a good
mood and continues to enjoy life.
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Guests from Castel Gandolfo, Italy
In the month of December we had the great joy of receiving
guests from our International Generalate in Castel Gandolfo,
Italy. Sr. Claudette Casavant, and Sr. Charito Gorgonio,
general councilors visited our nursing home, at St. Joseph
Residence II. Our sisters came to the United States to be with
Sr. Susan Frederick, general councilor who was dying of
cancer. Sister Susan lost her battle with cancer and passed
away, December 15, 2016.
After the funeral in Methuen, MA, Sr. Charito and Sr. Claudette
had a few days before returning to Castel Gandolfo. They
took advantage of these days to visit our Sisters. It was indeed
interesting for Sr. Charito to be reunited with Sr. Dorothy Jacob
who served in the Philippines for 32 years and Sr. Irene Dionne
who served as missionary in the Philippine Islands for 9 years
when Charito was a child.

Sr. Claudette Casavant, general councilor (left) chats
with Sr. Christine Marie (Lucille Plourde). (right)

The resident sisters were very happy to receive them. It gave
them an opportunity to wish them a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year and to send messages to the sisters who live
at our Generalate in Castel Gandolfo.
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Sr. Charito Gorgonio, (right)
general councilor, steals a smile
from Sr. Dorothy Jacob (left)
who served as a missionary
in the Phillippine Islands for
32 years when Sr. Charito was
a young girl. (right)

Sr. Charito, general councilor
reminisces with Sr. Irene
Dionne (seated to the right)
who served in the Phillippines
as a missionary for 9 years.

Celebrating Lifetime Commitments

Meet Our Seniors
school days she would wait by the
window searching for the driver
to pick her up for school. She
was always punctual, never
complaining about school. How
she managed to do that with
60 first graders sitting in front of
her is nothing short of a miracle.

Sr. Bertha Beaulieu, p.m.
Sr. Bertha Beaulieu (Sr. Ste-Marie-Lucille)
was born on September 20, 1922 (95 yrs. old)
in Manchester, NH. Sister was the third
oldest child among the seven children in her
family. Having been educated by our sisters,
in elementary and high school, she learned to
know and love the Sisters of the Presentation of
Mary. Sister entered our community in July 1942
and discovered her calling as a first grade teacher.
She started her career in 1945 and spent 48 years
teaching, mostly as a first grade teacher.

Sister went on to a second career.
Shortly, after leaving the classroom she went
to teach part time at St. Peter’s Home in Manchester.
There she taught religion and served as a librarian
aide for another 20 years. She had the joy of joining
her biological sister, Sr. Rita, a sister of Charity of
Saint Hyacinth who worked at St. Peter’s. It was a
great joy for these 2 Sisters to share in this ministry.

Sr. Bertha was an excellent teacher. She admits
that times were different then. She shouldered
classrooms of 40 to 60 students in the first grade.
She can’t remember discipline issues. Her means
of discipline was simply to stare at the children to
redirect them. It worked!

At present, Sister enjoys her retirement. She listens
to Catholic TV, enjoys the peace and quiet, attends
activities, loves her room overlooking the golf course
and listens to audio books.
v/Sr. Marie Henault

History also tells us that as a teacher Sr. Bertha never
prayed for a storm day, or an early dismissal. On

Sr. Veronique Metivier, p.m.

Presentation of Mary Academy in
Methuen, MA. sharing her gift and
love of Art with all her students.

Sr. Veronique Metivier (Sr. Ste-Marie-dela-Visitation) was born on April 14, 1922
(95 yrs. old) in the small town of Albion,
R.I. She attended the parish school there and
was loved by the Sisters of the Presentation
of Mary. On one snowy day, the students in
her homeroom were allowed to draw pictures on
the classroom blackboard. It was at this particular
time, that her artistic talent was discovered and
began to flourish.

Sister leaves a legacy of beautiful
paintings and Art work, housed
in particular on the Methuen campus.
She illustrated the entire life of Mother
Rivier, our foundress in ceramic figurines.
At Marie Joseph Spiritual Center in Biddeford,
Maine one can admire a large urn where she illustrated the story of Marie Rivier’s early companions.
Throughout her life sister has shared her beauty and
her prayer life with so many.

After elementary school she attended our boarding
school in Granby, Canada. However, she quickly
returned home after two years to help her parents
earn a living. The years of depression were difficult
years for everyone.

Sr. Veronique is now legally blind and enjoys in her
mind’s eye all the beauty she has created. “Life goes
on with the Lord,” she is quick to say. She loves to
be quiet, to pray, to listen to audio books provided
to her by the Society of the Blind. She continues to be
an avid Red Sox fan and cheers them on with each
passing game.
v/Sr. Helene Bissonnette

In 1940, she entered our novitiate in Hudson,
NH, and made profession in 1943. Sister taught
elementary school for several years before
beginning a successful career as an Art Teacher.
She faithfully served 12 years at Marie Joseph
Academy in Biddeford, Maine and 15 years at
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very year we look forward to celebrating the Sisters’ Jubilee
Celebration. This year was no different. Both campuses, in Methuen,
MA and Manchester, NH celebrated in style. A special liturgy of
Thanksgiving was celebrated in honor of the Sisters, followed by a festive
meal. The joy was tangible in both settings.
Pictured (at right) Seated rom left to right Sr. Jeanne Robert (Toni),
and Sr. Therese Gilbert, celebrating 65 years. Sr. Rachel Pinsonnault
celebrating 75 years of consecrated life. Standing from left to right
Sr. Helene Bissonnette and Sr. Lorraine Pinette both celebrating 60
years of consecrated life.
In Manchester we found the sisters sitting in chapel waiting
for the Mass to begin. First row from left to right
Sr. Theresa Lawrence celebrating 70 years of consecrated
life, Sr. M. Helene de Notre Dame (L. Patrick) celebrating
60 years, Sr. Agnes-Marie is celebrating 65 years and
Sr. Marie Edith celebrating 70 years of consecrated
life. Second row left to right, Sr. Blanche Dugas
and Sr. Lillian St. Sauveur celebrating 60 years and
Sr. Noella Lussier celebrating 65 years of religious life.
Third row is Sr. Jeannine Blais, celebrating 50 years.
Missing in the photos are Sr. Michel Marie, and
Sr. Fernande Perreault celebrating 65 years of religious
life, Sr. Alice Lebrun, and Sr. Guy Marie celebrating
60 years of consecrated life. Also absent from the
photos is Sr. Linda Mae Plourde.

COMING SOON
to St. Joseph’s Residence

WISH LIST
We would appreciate any contribution
you can make toward the purchase
of the following items:

This year our residents will benefit from a program based
on the documentary entitled Alive Inside. Music has often
been referred to as “another sense” because of how it affects
so many of us in a unique way. Music brings us back to a
different time or space in our life. It reawakens memories
and experiences from our past.
The documentary movie Alive Inside by Michael
Rossato-Bennett describes and chronicles such experiences.
The goal of the documentary is to train healthcare
professionals and caregivers in the use of MP3 players
to unlock doors for those who have cognitive physical
disorders. We are requesting to purchase twenty-five
MP3 players on our wish list. A follow-up article will be
in our next Connections. The story of music and memory
can make a world of difference.

• Select wheelchairs (3 chairs)

$2,500

• (25) MP3 players with headsets

$1,850

• New curtains for community

$1,500

rooms and window extensions
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• Replace electric recliners

$1,800

• (10) High Back Rockers

$3,860

